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Department of  Archi tecture 

REGISTRATION A DVICE FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 
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There are several documents that undergraduates majoring in the Department of Architecture should read prior 
to Registration Day. A ll  documents are either available for pick-up in Architecture Headquarters (7-337), at the 
Student Services Center (SSC, 11-120), or are posted on the bul letin board outside of Headquarters. Much of the 
information is also avai lable on the DepartmentÕs web site at architecture.mit.edu.  

1. New! Computation Discipl ine Stream 

architecture.mit.edu/undergraduate-bsad-major.html 

The Department will  be offering a fif th discipl ine stream in the field of Computation. Qualified juniors may elect 
to fol low  this new curriculum beginning September 2008. Note that this discipline stream requires a senior thesis. 

2. Communications Requi rement 

web.mit.edu/commreq 

Two of the four Communication Intensive (CI-M) subjects within the major must be taken to fulfil l the GIR:  

¥ 4.114, Applied Architecture Design Studio II, the fourth studio of the sequence offered in the fall and generally 
taken junior year. (Beginning fall  2008) 

¥ 4.302, Foundations in the Visual Arts for Majors, offered in the spring term and generally taken sophomore 
year. (Beginning spring 2009) 

¥ 4.605, Introduction to the H istory and Theory of A rchitecture, offered in the fall term and generally taken 
sophomore year.  

¥ 4.THT, Thesis Research Design Seminar, offered in the fall and generally taken by non-architecture design 
majors in their senior year as preparation for a spring thesis. 

Two Communication Intensive HASS (CI-H) subjects also need to be taken to complete the Communications 
Requirement. These subjects do not need to be in the major field, though there are some within the History of 
Architecture and Art discipline offered. Subjects that qualify are l isted in the Bulletin as CI-H. A l ist of CI-H  
subjects can be found at web.mit.edu/commreq/cih.html. 

3. HASS Requi rementsÑ Concentration Fields 

HASS Guide; web.mit.edu/hass/www/guide.html 

Three HASS Distribution and five HASS elective subjects must be completed to graduate. A HASS Concentration 
must also be completed and may be comprised of one subject used as a HASS-D and two or three electives 
(depending on the concentration) or only elective subjects. 

The Department of Architecture has two HASS fields of concentration.  

History of  Archi tecture and Art 
Field Advisor: Arindam Dutta, 253-1432, room 3-305, adutta@mit.edu 

Visual  Arts 
Field Advisor: Andrea Frank, 253-5862, room N51-344, afrank@mit.edu 

As a rule, only two subjects may satisfy both a Departmental requirement and a GIR. One of these may be a 
HASS subject. That subject is most commonly 4.605 (HASS-D/ category 3). 
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Course IV students who choose the HTC discipline stream may not select the HASS concentration in H istory of 
Architecture and Art. Likewise, students who choose the Visual A rts discipline stream may not select the HASS 
concentration in Visual Arts. Students who choose the Architecture Design, Computation or Building Technology 
discipline streams may choose either concentration. 

4. HASS Mi nor Program in the H istory of  Archi tecture and Art  

HASS Guide; web.mit.edu/hass/www/guide.html 

Minor Advisor: Arindam Dutta, 253-1432, room 3-305, adutta@mit.edu 

Course IV students who choose the HTC discipline streams may not minor in the History of Architecture and Art 
HASS minor program.  

5. Undergraduate Thesis &  Thesis Preparation 

The senior thesis is optional and can be used to fulfil l  unrestricted elective requirements. I t is an opportunity for 
students who wish to culminate their education with a challenge that would demand advanced work and reward 
them with a developed viewpoint on a topic of importance. It is an excellent way to explore a topic of your own 
choosing and develop more advanced portfolio material. A  thesis proposal is usually developed the prior fall 
while enrolled in thesis preparation (4.119 or 4.THT). The signed proposal is due to RenŽe Caso by Reg Day of the 
term that the thesis (4.THU) is wri tten. Registration for thesis w ill not be allowed unless an approved proposal is 
submitted. 

Students following the architecture design discipline stream should plan to enroll  in 4.119, Preparation for 
Undergraduate Architecture Design Thesis, a three-unit class. Those interested in a research thesis in one of the 
other discipl ine areas should take 4.THT, Thesis Research Design Seminar, a 12-unit, CI-M class. Both are offered 
in the fall of the senior year to research and produce an acceptable thesis proposal. 

6. Archi tectural Design Studio El igibi l i ty Rules for Undergraduate Students  

architecture.mit.edu/undergraduate-under-studio-elig.html 

Students who do not receive an adequate grade in studio (C or better), or do not complete prerequisites, may not 
proceed to the next studio in the six-studio sequence. These requirements are strictly enforced. 

7. Studio El igibi l i ty List 

architecture.mit.edu/undergraduate-under-studio-elig.html 

A ll students registering for 4.114 (fall), 4.115 (spring) or 4.116 (fall) studios must enter the lottery if there are two 
or more sections being taught. A list of students eligible to register for studio and enter the lottery for these 
studios w ill be posted outside of 7-337 and on the Dept. website prior to Registration Day. If your name is not on 
this list and you think i t should be, please notify RenŽe Caso.  

8. Archi tectural Design Studio Selection Process Ñ  ÒThe LotteryÓ 

architecture.mit.edu/undergraduate-under-studio-elig.html 

[NOTE FOR FALL 2008: There wil l only be one section of 4.114 and 4.116 this fall , so a lottery will  NOT be held.] 

Only those students whose name appears on the studio eligibili ty list are eligible to register and wi ll receive a 
ballot. There is an explanation of the lottery process available at Architecture Headquarters and on the Dept. 
website. Please read i t and pick up your lottery slip from the administrative assistant in 10-491M prior to studio 
presentations. The lottery deadline is 9 AM the next day.  

A ll students who enter the lottery and are assigned to a studio are committed to completing the studio. If you are 
unsure you want to take a studio, DO NOT enter the lottery. Students who drop studio after entering the lottery 
will  not be allowed to enter the lottery in future terms. 
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General Advice for Sophomores 

¥ The best preparation for the fi rst 21-unit architectural design studio (4.114, Applied A rchitecture Design 
Studio II) is completion of 4.111, 4.112 (or 4.12A), 4.113, 4.302, 4.401, 4.500 and 4.605. Thus students intending 
to take 4.114 in the fall semester of their junior year should try to complete as many of these subjects by the 
end of their sophomore year as possible. A t the very least, 4.113 and three of the following four introductory 
subjects must be completed: 4.302, 4.401, 4.500, 4.605.  

¥ Sophomores who have taken 4.111 as a freshman should take the fall studio 4.112, Integrated A rchitecture 
Design Studio. Those taking 4.111 in the fall term of their sophomore year, should plan to take 4.12A , 
Integrated A rchitecture Design Intensive Studio, for 9 units during IAP.  

¥ Students must take 4.113 (MWF 2-5; 15 units) as a sophomore if you intend to continue w ith studio in the 
junior year. 4.114 is the start of the 21-credit architectural design studio sequence and is offered in the fall  
term only.  

¥ 4.102, Drawing for Architects, is a 3-unit drawing class intended to tone the drawing skills of students about 
to enter 4.113. Those who have taken 4.111 but have li ttle experience with drawing are advised to register. 

¥ 4.122 is a 9-unit, hands-on class called Workshop in Making and Designing Space offered in the spring. I t is 
intended for students enrolled in 4.113. It is not required but highly recommended. 

¥ Complete all  six Science Requirement subjects, the three HASS-Distribution subjects, and one 
Communication Intensive major (CI-M) subject (4.605 or 4.302) by the end of your sophomore year. The 
longer they are postponed, the more difficul t GIRs become to schedule. 

¥ The Department offers one full subject which satisfies the Insti tute Laboratory Requirement: 4.411. It is 
offered in the fall. Prerequisites are 8.02 & 18.02. 4.411 is not required for the BSAD, but i t is recommended 
and can be taken as a sophomore, junior or senior. 

¥ Both 4.42J and 4.440 are subjects the Department offers that w ill satisfy the REST GIR. 4.42J is offered every 
other fall  and 4.400 every spring. Note that 4.42J can also be taken under the joint subject numbers 1.044J or 
2.66J. 4.440 is a required subject for all Architecture Design and Building Technology discipline fol lowers 
(generally taken in the junior year).  

¥ The second term of your sophomore year is the best time to choose a HASS concentration field. As soon as 
you have decided on your HASS concentration, you should see the Field Advisor in that concentration and 
submit the HASS Concentration Proposal form (canary copy to the HASS Office, 14N-408; pink copy to A rch. 
Headquarters, 7-337Ñ not your advisor; hold on to the gold copy). M ore information on HASS concentration 
fields can be found in the HASS Guide published by the HASS office (hard copy and online). 

¥ If you are considering spending a junior or senior semester studying at another school in the USA  or abroad, 
you should speak with the MIT Study Abroad Office and the appropriate Transfer Credit Examiner(s) as soon 
as possible. I t can be done and several students do it, but i t requires careful and early planning. Transfer 
Credit Officers within the Department of A rchitecture include: 

History of  Art and Archi tecture: Arindam Dutta, 253-1432, room 3-305, adutta@mit.edu 
Visual  Arts: Andrea Frank, 253-5862, room N51-344, afrank@mit.edu 
Bui ldi ng Technology and other archi tecture studies: Les Norford, 253-8797, 5-418, lnorford@mit.edu 

 If you are specifically interested in the Technical Universi ty at Delft or Hong Kong University exchange 
programs, read information on the web then contact Prof. Jan Wampler or RenŽe Caso. If you are interested in 
other study abroad opportunities, contact the Study Abroad and Distinguished Fellowships Office (12-189, 
253-9358, web.mit.edu/studyabroad) 

¥ Sophomores may designate one Exploratory Subject in each of their fall and spring terms. This option is 
designed to encourage academic exploration in the sophomore year. Once a subject is designated as 
Exploratory, students may either accept the grade awarded or change the subject to Listener status. No credit 
will  be received for Listener subjects and Listener subjects do not appear on the transcript (external record). 
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Any subject at M IT may be designated as Exploratory, including an Institute or departmental requirement. 
Cross-registered subjects taken at Harvard, Wellesley, MCA and SMFA may also be designated Exploratory. 
Apply for Exploratory designation by submitting an ADD/ DROP form to the Registrar by ADD DATE. 
Exploratory subject can be changed from grades to Listener Status through Registration Day of the 
succeeding term (fall or spring). No action is needed to retain the grade. Any Department requirement 
designated Exploratory and changed to listener status, must be taken again if the requirement is to be 
fulfil led. M ore info can be found at web.mit.edu/registrar/www/reg/special_situations.html, under Special 
Situations. 

¥ At the end of your sophomore year, choose one of the f ive areas discipline streams in the Department: 
Architectural Design, Visual A rts, Building Technology, Computation or History of A rchitecture and Art. The 
longer you wait, the harder it will be to plan your program and the less flexibili ty you will  have. Please 
inform RenŽe Caso, yammie@mit.edu, and your advisor of your choice.  

¥ The Physical Education GIR of 8 PE points and a fulfil led swim requirement should to be completed by the 
end of the second year. For most students, this is the sophomore year. If you will  not complete the General 
Institute Requirement in Physical Education by the end of Quarter 4 then you must file a Peti tion to Extend 
the Deadline to Complete the GIR. The extension, if granted, will  allow  students until  January 31 of their 
junior year to complete the PE GIR. For instructions and to download the peti tion form, go to 
web.mit.edu/athletics/www/physed/petition_updated.html.  

General Advice for Juniors 

¥ You should have chosen one of the five area discipline streams in the Department by this time: Architectural  
Design, Visual Arts, Building Technology, Computation or History of Art and A rchitecture. The longer you 
wait, the harder i t will  be to plan your program and the less flexibili ty you will have. Please inform RenŽe 
Caso, yammie@mit.edu, of your choice. Architectural  Design is the default choice. 

¥ If you plan to concentrate in A rchitectural Design and have taken 4.113, and at least three of the remaining 
architecture core subjects (4.302, 4.401, 4.500 and 4.605) you should take a 4.114 studio in the fall AND 4.115 in 
the spring. It is not possible to start the 21-credit architectural design studio in the spring. The students who 
we believe to be el igible for these studios wil l be listed on the Studio El igibili ty List posted outside 
Headquarters and on the web prior to Registration Day. If your name is not listed and you believe i t should 
be, see RenŽe Caso BEFORE Registration Day. You w ill  not be eligible to register for studio or enter the studio 
lottery unless your name is on that list. Students who have previously dropped 4.114, 4.115 or 4.116 may be 
eligible to register for the class but wi ll not be allowed to enter the lottery. For more information on studio 
eligibili ty, see architecture.mit.edu/undergraduate-under-studio-elig.html. [NOTE FOR FALL 2008: There wil l only 
be one section of 4.114 and 4.116 this fall , so a lottery w ill NOT be held.] 

¥ 4.440, Basic Structural  Theory (a REST subject) is a prerequisi te for the final  advanced studio (4.116). If you 
plan to continue on to 4.116 in your senior year, you must register for 4.440 in the spring term of your junior 
year. 

¥ 4.205, Analysis of Contemporary Architecture, is recommended for the fall of the Junior year for students 
following the Architecture Design Stream. 

¥ The Department offers one full subject that satisfies the Insti tute Laboratory Requirement. 4.411, Building 
Technology Lab, is offered in the fall. It is not required for any of the discipl ine streams other than BT, but i t is 
strongly suggested. 

¥ If you still  have GIRs to complete, take them ASAP. Most students find them less relevant and harder to 
schedule as time goes on. Remember, the HASS-D lottery does not give priori ty to seniors. 

¥ If your interest is in architecture design, consider registering for an Undergraduate A rchitecture Internship 
(4.280, 6 units) during IAP. It allows students the opportunity to work in an architectÕs office to gain 
experience, improve ski lls and see the inner workings of an everyday architectural practice. The prerequisite is 
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4.114. The internships are coordinated by Nondita Correa-Mehrotra. Watch for meeting announcements in the 
fall to learn more about i t and sign up for participation.  

¥ The Department offers a 3-unit BSAD Portfolio Workshop (4.108) in the fall term for students intending to 
develop competi tive portfolios in preparation for graduate school applications, job applications, competi tions 
and study abroad opportunities. The prerequisite is 4.113. 

¥ If you are considering participating in the architecture exchange program at the Delft Technical University or 
Hong Kong University in the first term of your senior year, you wi ll need to apply for one of the three 
available slots by ADD DATE of the spring term junior year. See website for el igibili ty rules and application 
instructions, architecture.mit.edu/undergraduate-foreign-exchange.html. 

¥ If you w ill not complete the General Insti tute Requirement in Physical Education, you must file a Petition to 
Extend the Deadl ine to Complete the GIR. The extension, if granted, will  allow  students until  January 31 of 
their junior year to complete the PE GIR. For instructions and to download the petition form, go to 
web.mit.edu/athletics/www/physed/petition_updated.html.  

 

General Advice for Seniors 

¥ A ll Seniors should read the RegistrarÕs checklist for undergraduate graduation available online at 
web.mit.edu/acadinfo/grad_checklist.html. 

¥ You must complete the subjects required for your HASS Concentration. See your HASS Field Advisor with 
your latest grade report and a copy of the previously fil led out and approved HASS Concentration Proposal. 
Complete the HASS Concentration Completion Form and have i t approved. It is your responsibil ity to 
distribute the copies to the appropriate parties (white copy to the HASS Office, 14N-408; pink copy to Arch. 
Headquarters Ñ  not your advisor; hold on to your copy). 

¥ If you intend to do an optional Undergraduate Thesis, you must complete a thesis proposal form and attach 
your approved thesis proposal. The form must be signed by the thesis supervisor and submitted to the 
Department Headquarters by Registration Day. Twelve units of 4.THU may then be added to your 
registration. The proposal form is available (PDF format) on the Department website: 
architecture.mit.edu/undergraduate-senior-thesis.html. 

Intending to graduate in February 2009? 

web.mit.edu/acadinfo/grad_checklist.html 

¥ Submit an Application for Bachelor of Science Degree by no later than Friday, 5 September. The appl ication is 
online at WebSIS, student.mit.edu, click on ÒFor Students.Ó 

¥ The HASS Concentration Completion form must be submitted to the HASS Education Office by no later than 
Friday, 4 September. That means that you need to see your HASS Concentration advisor prior to that to have 
the form approved. 

¥ Final-term seniors who will not complete the PE GIR (8 PE points AND swim test) by the end of quarter one 
must update their peti tion between Wednesday, September 24 and Wednesday, October 1. If you are 
uncertain if you filed a peti tion or if i t is correct, contact Krista Fulton (kfulton@mit.edu) in the PE Office, 
web.mit.edu/athletics/www/physed/petition_updated.html. REMEMBER, no student has ever graduated from MIT 
who has not completed the Physical Education requirement; this includes the swim test. 

¥ If you are completing a Minor, the deadline for submitting your Minor Completion form is Fri day, 19 
September. See your Minor Advisor for more complete information. 


