Department of Architecture Graduate Academic Standing Policy
[bookmark: _Int_bhKK7HCu]All of the following graduate degree programs within the Department of Architecture are expected to comply with the stated policy: PhD, SMArchS, SMACT, SMBT, and MArch, except where explicitly noted.

Minimum Academic Standards and Ratings
To achieve satisfactory academic progress and maintain good academic standing, graduate students in the Department of Architecture must achieve the following qualitative and quantitative standards:  
· Cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 4.0 or higher
· Term grade point average (GPA) of 3.5 or higher
· Meet the minimum course load required (36 units per term)
· Make satisfactory progress towards the degree requirements (defined as completing program requirements in designated sequence on or before anticipated degree date, as set when is student is admitted to the program)
· Meet the Department’s English Language requirement 

In addition, MArch candidates must make satisfactory progress through the studio sequence and will be flagged for review when they receive two grades of C+ (cumulatively) or lower in studio courses. 

PhD students must progress satisfactorily through their additional requirements (qualifying paper, language exams, major and minor exams, thesis proposal, etc.) on a timeline determined by each of the PhD program. PhD students who are not making satisfactory progress through their dissertation milestones may receive a J-* or U grade in thesis. 

*J- grade expected to be available for use as of Fall 2024 term. 

Reference – Institute Policy:
[bookmark: _Int_PhDD9ys2]To achieve satisfactory academic progress for purposes of federal student financial assistance, an MIT graduate student must achieve the following qualitative and quantitative standards:

Have a cumulative grade point average (GPA) exceeding 4.0 on MIT’s 5.0 scale; and
Pass 67% of cumulative credit units attempted (defined as “pace”); and
Make satisfactory progress in his/her academic milestones, as evaluated by his/her graduate program; and
[bookmark: _Int_YQQnPKDj]Not exceed five* terms of enrollment for a Master’s candidate and 13 for a PhD or ScD candidate.

https://oge.mit.edu/gpp/admissions-and-registration/academic-performance/graduate-academic-standards/ 

*Dept note: MArch students receive a standard seven terms of enrollment to complete their degree program. 
End of Term Academic Reviews
It is the responsibility of the academic advisors, degree program heads, academic administrators, and the Graduate Officer to monitor the academic progress of the graduate students and to make recommendations at the end of the term if any action is necessary.
· The academic administrators will send a reminder to all advisors to review their advisee’s academic record on WebSIS after the final grade deadline for the term. (Second week in January for fall term and last week of May for spring term.)
· The academic administrators, upon request, will distribute copies of the term grade summary report generated by the Registrar to discipline groups. (Fall term summary reports are published the second week of January; spring term reports the last week of May.)
· [bookmark: _Int_WxaWROQp]Discipline areas will meet to discuss student academic progress as needed. If there is a need for action, it is brought to the attention of the academic administrator in charge. 
· MArch faculty will have a regularly scheduled meeting the week of final exams specifically to discuss MArch student progress. Students flagged for closer review will be moved to additional discussion between the program director, the student’s academic advisor, and the academic administrator(s) to plan whether a discussion or warning letter is appropriate for the student. 
· [bookmark: _Int_kxVsuPxn]The academic administrators and the Graduate Officer will meet to decide on recommended action for the Institute Committee on Graduate Programs (CGP) grade meeting. The CGP meeting takes place in the third week of IAP for fall grades and the week of Commencement for spring grades. The CGP pays attention to students with term GPA ratings below 3.5, have received U grades for thesis, or are taking an unusually long time to complete their degree.
· [bookmark: _Int_wBVtYbjY][bookmark: _Int_uifD64MK]Academic standing does not impact a student’s ability to apply for or receive department TA, RA, or hourly positions.
· [bookmark: _Int_JAcrcY8K][bookmark: _Int_7W8p4N64]Academic standing may impact official letter requests for CPT or OPT, or a student’s ability to apply for a dual degree. 


Informing the Student of Inadequate Progress
Depending upon the degree of the student’s academic problems or issues, one or more of the following actions will be taken.
1. Advisor meeting (advisor + student) The advisor will call a meeting to discuss difficulties in academic progress, the perceived causes, and the steps needed to be taken towards improvement. 
2. [bookmark: _Int_3MCyTDFO][bookmark: _Int_siWi3MAE]Department warning letter (program director + advisor + student) This letter lets the student know there is an academic deficiency or lack of progress through the degree program and outlines what the student needs to do to improve. Students are given a chance to respond in writing, and the program director or advisor will schedule a meeting before the start of the next term to discuss steps needed towards improvement. The letter is crafted by the degree administrator and the program director and is signed by the program director.
If the student does not make satisfactory progress the next term, 			depending on the severity of the academic deficiency or lack of progress, 		the department may issue a second Department warning letter or may 		request a Warning letter from the Office of the Vice Chancellor. 
3. [bookmark: _Int_zfwhFTiL]Warning letter from the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Undergraduate and Graduate Education (program director + OGE + student) This letter is used to let a student know there is a more serious academic deficiency and outlines what the student needs to do in order to improve their academic performance. OGE/Grad Support are brought in to help deliver the news in the letter and will schedule a meeting that includes the student and the program director and/or academic administrator either before or after the OVC’s warning is issued but prior to the start of the next term. Students are given an opportunity to respond in writing. The degree administrator customizes the letter, with input from the advisor and the program director. The Vice Chancellor signs it.

If the student does not make satisfactory progress in the next term, the department may request a required withdrawal.
4. [bookmark: _Int_vzIXhOUl][bookmark: _GoBack]Vice Chancellor’s required withdrawal letter (program director + OGE + student + department head) This action is taken when a student experiences serious academic difficulties over a period of two or more terms. Generally, a student has previously received both a Departmental and a Vice Chancellor’s warning letter. For every student who is required to withdraw, OGE/Grad Support will schedule a meeting prior to issuing the withdrawal letter that includes the student, the director of the degree program and/or the department head. In addition to the letter from the Vice Chancellor of Undergraduate and Graduate Education, the department will issue a letter documenting the reason(s) for required withdrawal and the terms (if any) under which the student may apply for readmission to the same program.
