[bookmark: _Hlk188598415][bookmark: _Hlk188719827][bookmark: _Hlk126930489]11.242 Seminar: The Role of History in Planning the Just City
Anne Whiston Spirn
Half course. Wednesdays 2-5, ending October 19.

Knowing how a place has been shaped over time is essential to understanding its present and possible future. The urban designer/planner must ask: What is this place in the process of becoming? Which of its features are clues to ongoing processes that continue to exert a decisive influence, and which are merely artifacts of the past that assert little influence now? Which features are amenable to change and which are resistant? What are the stories residents tell of their shared experiences of place? It is difficult to answer such questions without understanding how a place evolved, through what processes and actions, when, and which of its features and stories have had a sustained impact. A historical perspective puts these patterns and stories in context and suggests their relevance for planning the future, especially powerful when combined with an ecological and social justice perspective.
In this half-semester seminar, we will explore a series of diverse urban landscapes as public history. We will reflect on the relationship of history and memory, of power and history, of stories and silences. What does it mean for planners and designers to attend to history, stories, and silences? Whose history, whose stories? How can overlooked or silenced histories be unearthed, honored, and told through urban design and planning? 
We will focus on a series cases and the stories they hold. To deepen our understanding and discussion of these cases, the author/leader of the case(s) will join our class session. The participant is listed for each class session.
Assignments consist of weekly readings and written journals that reflect on those readings. Workload is evenly paced throughout the course. There is no final paper or project or exam. Work will be evaluated in two ways: class attendance and contribution to discussions (40% of final grade); weekly journal (60%).
Use of generative AI to prepare and write journals is not permitted.
Please refer to MIT's policy on academic integrity (http://integrity.mit.edu/). Students with documented disabilities or any other problem that may affect ability to perform in class should see me by the second class so arrangements may be made for accommodation. For more information on academic accommodation, see MIT's Division of Student Life (https://studentlife.mit.edu/das/accommodation-procedures).
Note: 11.242 will be followed by another half course, 11.S939 Advanced Seminar on the Role of History in Planning the Just City, which begins on October 26 and builds on the foundation acquired in 11.242 on the theory and practice of history and its role in planning the just city. In 11.S939, students will undertake an individual research project and apply historical research methods to explore how overlooked or silenced histories can be unearthed, honored, and told through urban design and planning.




Reading (Required reading is online or on Canvas)
September 14. The West Philadelphia Landscape Project: Urban Landscapes as Public History
Anne Whiston Spirn, “Landscape Literacy and Design for Ecological Democracy: The Nature of Mill Creek,” in Henrik Ernstson and Sverker Sörlin, eds., Grounding Urban Natures (MIT Press, 2019), 109-136.
Anne Whiston Spirn, “When Learning Is Real,” 11 minute video. 2013. www.wplp.net/stories/.  
Dolores Hayden, “Urban Landscape History: The Sense of Place and the Politics of Space,” in The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public History (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1995), 14-43.

September 21. From MYTOWN to Hack the Archive. Karilyn Crockett
Karilyn Crockett, “Preface,” “Making Victory Stick,” and “Epilogue,” in People Before Highways: Boston Activists, Urban Planners, and a New Movement for City Making (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2018), vii-xi, 164-205.
Karilyn Crockett, “Haunted Geographies: Activist Memory, Archival Silences & Hunting for Evidence,” 2026. Draft, under review. 
“MYTOWN,” interview with Karilyn Crockett by Amy Hoffman, Mass Humanities, Fall 2001, pp. 1, 5-6. 
“Education Is Wealth,” Hacking the Archive Lookbook, Volume II (2024-2025).
[bookmark: _Hlk147821344]Michel-Rolph Trouillot, “The Power in the Story” and “The Presence in the Past,” in Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1995), 1-30, 141-153.

[bookmark: _Hlk215413663]September 28. Precious Places Community History Project. Louis Massiah
[bookmark: _Hlk147919252]Louis Massiah, “Origins of Scribe Video Center,” in Katerina Cizek and William Uricchio, Collective Wisdom: Co-Creating Media for Equity and Justice (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2022), 275-280.
Louis Massiah, a selection of Precious Places videos.
Patricia R. Zimmermann, “PRECIOUS PLACES: Scribe Video Center, Philadelphia,” in Reverse Engineering Media, Place, and Politics (Indiana University Press, 2019), 36-40.
Leonie Sandercock and Giovanni Attili, Changing the Lens: Film as Action Research and Therapeutic Planning Practice,” Journal of Planning Education and Research 34:1 (2014), 19-29.



[bookmark: _Hlk219990486]October 5. The Matter of Black Lives. Erica James 
[bookmark: _Hlk222406584]Erica James, “The Matter of Black Lives: Hauntology, Infrastructure, and the Necropolitics of History in the American South,” Public Culture, 1-17.
Annette Gordon-Reed, “Charlottesville: Why Jefferson Matters,” New York Review of Books, August 19, 2017, 4 pp.
Michel-Rolph Trouillot, “The Power in the Story” and “The Presence in the Past,” in Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1995), 1-30, 141-153.
Dolores Hayden, “Place Memory and Place Preservation,” in The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public History (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1995), 44-78.
Recommended (but not required):
“The View from Grandma Mason’s Place” and “Rediscovering an African-American Homestead,” in The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public History (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1995), 138-187.

October 13. Heritage, History, and Exclusion. George Thomas and Susan Nigra Snyder 
[bookmark: _Hlk147927298]Massey, Doreen. “Places and Their Pasts,” History Workshop Journal, Issue 39, 1995, pp. 182-192.
Lowenthal, David. “Fabricating Heritage,” pp.5-24. History and Memory, Vol. 10, No. 1, Spring 1998.
Duncan, James S., and Nancy G. Duncan. “The aestheticization of the politics of landscape preservation.” pp. 387-409. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 91 (2), 2001.
Kolbert, Elizabeth. “The Big Kill.” The New Yorker, December 22, 2014
[bookmark: _Hlk239854028]Susan Nigra Snyder and George Thomas. “Heritage, History, and Exclusion: Curating Exclusion and Privilege,” Landscape Architecture Frontiers.
CivicVisions LP, “Icons, Placeholders & Leftovers: Midtown East Report” for Midtown 21C: Coalition for a Globally Competitive NYC.
Recommended (but not required):
Dolores Hayden, “Preface,” “Contested Terrain,” and “ “Place Memory and Urban Preservation,” in The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public History (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1995), xi-xvii, 2-13, 44-78.

October 19. Black Landscapes Matter. Kofi Boone
Kofi Boone, “Black Landscapes Matter,” World Landscape Architecture, June 3, 2020. https://worldlandscapearchitect.com/black-landscapes-matter-by-kofi-boone/?v=7516fd43adaa 
“Troubled Waters: Freedom Hill, Princeville, North Carolina” (First Town in the US Incorporated by African Americans). The Cultural Landscape Foundation. https://www.tclf.org/sites/default/files/microsites/landslide2018/princeville.html
Kofi Boone, et al., “South Park Heritage Walk Project,” 2014.
Kofi Boone, et al., “The African American Music Trail: Kinston, North Carolina,” 2009.

Journals
Students keep a journal throughout the course, submitted in weekly installments posted to Discussion on the Canvas website. The journal is a place to reflect on readings and class discussions. Submitted prior to class and accessible to all students, the journals mark the beginning of a dialogue which is then continued during class. At the end of the semester, journals also provide a place to reflect on individual and collective work.
Journal Submission: Due by 5 PM every Saturday on Canvas (under Discussion). It is very important to submit journals on time for they contribute to class discussion. Late journals will receive a reduction in grade. Note: journals represent 60% of the final grade. Use of generative AI to prepare and write journals is not permitted.

